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Year 8 Mobile Phone Pouch Rollout  
Supporting Focused Learning and Academic Excellence 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We are writing to remind you about the important change we are introducing for Year 8 students from Thursday 
27th November: the use of mobile phone pouches during the school day.  
 
This follows a highly successful rollout with Year 7, where we have seen:  
 

• A more focused and calm learning environment across lessons and social times.  
• A significant reduction in unnecessary sanctions related to mobile phone use.  
• Students feeling more present and engaged in their learning.  

 
The pouch system allows students to retain their mobile phones throughout the day, but they are securely 
stored in a locked pouch which cannot be opened until the end of the school day. This means students still 
have their phones with them for safety and communication before and after school, while ensuring they are 
not a distraction during learning time.  
  
Why Are We Making This Change?  
Recent research supports our approach. Studies show that limiting mobile phone use during the school day 
can:  

• Improve concentration and academic performance, especially for students who find it harder to 
focus.  

• Reduce distractions and multitasking, which are linked to lower test scores and weaker memory.  
• Support student wellbeing by reducing exposure to online conflict and social pressures during school 

hours.  
 
This change is part of our broader commitment to academic excellence. By removing unnecessary 
distractions, we’re creating an environment where every student can focus, engage deeply in learning, and 
achieve their best. Many other schools have successfully implemented similar mobile phone policies and are 
seeing positive results.  
  
  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q: Will my child still have access to their phone in an emergency? 

Yes. Students keep their phones with them in the pouch, which is unlocked at the end of the school day. In 
case of a genuine emergency, staff can unlock the pouch.  

 

Q: What if I need to contact my child during the day?  

Please contact the school office as usual. We will ensure any urgent messages are passed on promptly.  

 

Q: Can students use their phones at break or lunch?  

No. The pouch remains locked throughout the school day to maintain consistency and reduce distractions.  
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Q: What happens if a student tampers with the pouch?  

Tampering with the pouch will be treated as a behaviour concern. Students are expected to follow the same 
expectations as Year 7, who have responded very positively.  

 

Q: Is this a permanent change? 

We will review the impact regularly, but early evidence from Year 7 and national research suggests this 
approach is highly beneficial for learning and wellbeing.  

  
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
 
Yours Faithfully,  
 
 
Nicola Griffith  
Vice Principal – Pastoral  
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PE Lessons during Winter Weather 
 

 
Dear Families, 
 
As the temperature starts to drop and the winter weather sets in, we want to ensure that all students remain 
comfortable and prepared during their PE lessons.  To help with this, we strongly encourage students to bring 
additional layers of clothing that will keep them warm while still allowing them to participate fully in activities.  
Suitable items include base layers, gloves, and warm hats.  These can be worn provided they do not restrict 
movement or impact performance in the activities being taught. 
 
Please note that it remains mandatory for students to wear their official Lowry PE Kit during lessons.  This 
includes either the Lowry t-shirt or ¼ zip top, paired with black shorts, tracksuit bottoms, or sports leggings. 
 
For health and safety reasons, hooded tops, jackets or coats are not permitted during PE lessons, as they can 
pose risks during physical activity. 
 
Thank you for your support in helping us maintain both health and safety and comfort for all students during 
the winter season. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Mr A Riley 
Head of PE 
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Christmas Fair – Tuesday 9th December 

 
Dear Families,  
 
We’re thrilled to invite you to A Very Lowry Christmas Fair on Tuesday, December 9th (4pm – 6pm). 
 
This will be a festive afternoon of fun, music, performances and Christmas cheer for all students and their 
families! 
 
Last year’s fair was amazing thanks to your generosity, and this year to hit our fundraising target of £1,000 to 
make Year 11’s Leaver Prom a wonderful celebration, we’re aiming to make it even more spectacular! 
 
How You Can Spread the Joy 
🎟 Donate Raffle Prizes: 

• Boxes of chocolates        
• Christmas hampers    
• Toys & games        
• Beauty or bath gift sets         
• Vouchers for local shops or experiences       

🛍 Bric-a-Brac Stall – Perfect for good-as-new treasures such as: 
• Unwanted gifts      
• Books & puzzles              
• Decorative ornaments           
• Kitchenware 🍽 
• Accessories & home décor 🕯 

 

Business Contacts 
If you know a local business that could donate a prize for our raffle we’d love to hear from you!  
Please email ask.lowry@lowryacademy.org.uk 
 

Drop Off Donations: 
• Mrs Jones and Mrs Ruscoe in Safeguarding 
• Mrs Smith in G4 

 
Raffle Tickets       
If you would like to buy raffle tickets they are 20p each or a £1 for a strip of tickets.  
You can buy them from Mrs Ruscoe and Mrs Jones in the Safeguarding office or Mrs Smith in G4. 
 
Your kindness will help us create a joyful experience for our students and support our fundraising efforts 
Thank you for making this season extra special! 
 
Warm festive wishes, 
 
 
Mrs Smith 
Transition and Community Lead 
 
 Back to Contents 
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Support our Community – Food Bank Appeal 
 
Dear Families, 
 
As the festive season approaches, we’re reminded that Christmas is about more than gifts—it’s about 
kindness, compassion, and community. Sadly, for many families in our area, this time of year brings extra 
challenges.  
 
We believe no one should feel alone or go without during the holidays. That’s why we partner with Community 
Little Hulton for our annual Christmas Food Bank Appeal. This is our chance to come together and make a 
real difference for those who need it most. 
 
We are asking for your help by donating non-perishable food items (no alcohol or fresh food please). 
 
We kindly ask that make sure items are in-date and suitable for storage. Students can bring donations to their 
form rooms during registration. They will earn House Points for every item donated and bonus points for forms 
with the most contributions! 
 
Suggested Items: 

• Canned goods (vegetables, beans, soup) 
• Pasta, rice, breakfast cereals 
• Tinned meat or fish 
• Long-life milk and juice 
• Tea, coffee, sugar 
• Biscuits and snacks 
• Toiletries 
• Dog and cat food 

 
 

• Collection: 24th November – 15th December 
• Final Donations: Monday 15th December 

 
 
Every item you give will go directly to families in our local community. Your kindness can bring comfort, hope, 
and a little joy at a time when it’s needed most. Together we can make Christmas brighter for everyone. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
Mrs Smith 
Transition and Community Lead 
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Dear Parents / Carers, 

Please see below for a local even this weekend at Blackleach Country Park, Walkden: 
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